Memorandum of Understanding 
My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute, Inc. and California Life Sciences 


This Memorandum of Understanding is made on by and 
between Kristen Newsome, Executive Director of My Sister’s Keeper Success 
Institute, Inc (MSKSI). and Illyasha Peete, Executive Director of Racial and 
Social Equity of California Life Sciences (CLS) for the purpose of achieving 
the various objectives of My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute students’ 
participation in the Medical Innovation Research and Entrepreneurship 
(M.I.R.E.) Program. 


Purpose 


The purpose of this MOU is to provide a framework for any future funding 
requests regarding the participation of the students of MSKSI in the Life 
Sciences Medical Innovation Research & Entrepreneurship (M.I.R.E.) Program 
between My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute (MSKSI) and California Life 
Sciences (CLS). 


Program Overview 


My Sister's Keeper Success Institute targets a serious concern regarding 
education equity. Not enough students of color, and especially female Black 
Indigenous People Of Color (BIPOC), are developing the fundamental skills 
needed to succeed in STEM careers, yet STEM is already rapidly growing as 
the highest-demand industry of the 21st century. We engage our students in 
Mentoring Programs to bridge this gap and to expose students to career 
opportunities and skills development in STEM. 


In the Summer of 2022 MSKSI students will participate in a Life Sciences 
mentoring program, the Medical Innovation Research and Entrepreneurship 
(M.I.R.E.) Program hosted by University Lab Partners and Children’s Hospital 
of Orange County. The program is 3-weeks, meeting for 4 days a week from 
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. During this three-week summer program, leaders in 
innovation and medicine who volunteer their time and expertise will give the 
students a real-world view of the multidisciplinary skills needed to thrive in 
the biotech entrepreneurial world. 


MSKSI students who participate in the M.I.R.E. Program will immerse 
themselves in research activities related to biotechnology, health science, 
and medicine. Biotechnology is a toolbox that leverages an understanding of 
natural/life sciences to create solutions for many of our world problems, in 
the case of this program, problems in pediatric healthcare. They will learn 
how biotechnology can support diagnosis and treatment plans and learn how 


environmental factors influence pediatric health. MSKSI students, the 
majority of whom are female BIPOC students, who participate in the M.I.R.E. 
Program will have an opportunity to be included in the talent pipeline for the 
next generation of biotech innovators in the life sciences industry. 


Cooperation 
The activities and outcomes shall include but are not limited to: 


a. My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute monitoring student engagement 
for the M.I.R.E. Program with outcomes of: 

O Targeting 10 - 15 MSKSI Students to participate in the M.I.R.E. 
Program 

@ Participants will: 

O learn the four C's: critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration, and creativity from working alongside OC's top 
leaders in innovation, medicine, science, and law. 

© learn adaptability, resilience, and problem solving through 
project-based coursework. 

© participate in and complete a project on Unmet Clinical Needs in 
Medtech and biotech where they develop the ability to think 
critically about and define the problem/unmet need, population, 
and to plan solutions and outcomes. 

© learn the possible career paths within biotechnology. 

© learn to communicate their process and intent clearly in a group 
setting and answer questions about their project choices using 
evidence and data. 


b. California Life Sciences provides funding to MSKSI to support program 
requirements 
© reviews MSKSI program engagement outcomes 
© continues to support MSKSI efforts to engage increasingly more 
BIPOC students in Life Sciences career mentoring programs 


Program Requirements 


MSKSI is requesting support of $5,000 from California Life Sciences for the 
following to facilitate MSKSI student participation in the M.I.R.E. Program: 


@ Program Coordinator (paid internship)w/California State University-San 
Marcos Service Learning Department. 
© Oversee and monitor MSKSI students’ engagement in a virtual 
classroom, ensure students thoroughly & regularly review 


content on Google Classroom and ULP Empowers including 
instructions & announcements, and facilitate post-session 
discussions. 
@ Meeting space rental for occasional in-person meetings over 3-weeks 
@ Transportation to and from the graduation ceremony held at University 
Lab Partners in Orange County, CA. 


Funding 


California Life Sciences will be the premier sponsor of the event for $5,000. 
This amount will be paid to My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute within 30 
days of the submission to CLS of an invoice. If the event does not take place 
in Summer 2022, CLS will determine whether this funding can be redirected 
to support another My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute event and, if not, the 
$5,000 will no longer be payable to My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute or, if 
previously paid, will be refunded in full to CLS. CLS will not be responsible for 
any tax or other amounts payable by My Sister’s Keeper Success Institute 
(MSKSI) with regards to the EVENT or this sponsorship payment. 


Org will provide a Form W-9 
Duration 


This MOU is at will and may be modified by mutual consent of authorized 
officials from CLS and MSKSI. This MOU shall become effective upon 
signature by the authorized officials from the CLS and MSKSI and will 
remain in effect until modified or terminated by any one of the partners by 
mutual written consent. In the absence of mutual written agreement by the 
authorized officials from CLS and MSKSI, this MOU shall end on 
(12/31/2022). 


Confidentiality 


MSKSI and CLS recognize that in the course of their work together, MSKSI, 
CLS, and their representatives may be privy to sensitive or proprietary 
information. MSKSI, CLS, and their representatives will keep any such 
information in the strictest confidence. 


Indemnification 


MSKSI will hold CLS harmless and indemnify CLS from any loss, damage, 
claim, suit or action, including attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of the 
actions of MSKSI with regards to this agreement. CLS will hold MSKSI 
harmless and indemnify MSKSI from any loss, damage, claim, suit or action, 
including attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of the actions of CLS with 
regards to this agreement. 


Miscellaneous 


This agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the parties and all 
statements, promises and representations, if any, made prior to the date of 
this agreement may not be relied upon unless expressly set forth in this 
agreement. This agreement is made in California and will be construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of California. 


IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties to this agreement have duly executed it 
on the day, month and year set forth below. 


By: Dated: 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 


Sponsoring Organization 
CALIFORNIA LIFE SCIENCES 


By: Dated: 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 


(Print Name) 


(ORGANIZATION) 


Approved as to form and procedure 


By: Dated: 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 


Please indicate your method of payment below. For electronic payments, please completethe 
information on the following payment form. 


Intuit System (available with invoice) 
Wire Transfer (wire transfer instructions provided below on page 6) 


Credit Card 
Check 
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